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In order to better manage complex situations of natural resource management, models are built in a
participatory way, involving the stakeholders of these situations in modelling activities.

The impact that this activity of participatory modelling has on the stakeholders is at the heart of the Companion
Modelling approach, but this impact is hardly possible to evaluate on the field.

In this paper, we propose a general framework to study in vitro the impact of participatory modelling on natural
resources management. We illustrate our framework by proposing an experimental setting that looks at
participatory modelling in the context of water management. We realized a pilot experiment and show that this
experimental setting can be used to test, in the laboratory, the hypothesis that participatory modelling of a
common pool resource situation has an impact on the way the resource is managed and increases the
cooperative behaviour of stakeholders.



